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they vary with time and place. MoraHty is a necessary condition of social 
life, but morality is not synonymous with this or that particular moral code. 
Morality may be reduced to the idea of solidarity. It is the form given to 
the reciprocal relations of social beings, just as health is the harmony of the 
functions of an organism. A superior moral code contributes to the chances 
of the survival of a society by rendering it better fitted for the struggle for 
life. Progress consists in the better adaptation of individuals to their 
circumstances. 

The author sums up his position thus : " The organic conception of social 
life involves many important consequences. The first is, that time is an 
essential factor in social reforms. The second is, that progress consists less 
in destroying than in using and perfecting that which already exists. The 
third is, that the end to be aimed at and the means of its attainment must 
vary with time and place. In a word, it is the ruin of the absolute and of 
the a priori in politics. It is the advent of the experimental, that is to say, 
of social intervention based upon the evidence of facts and results." So 
Dr. Pioger calls for the nationalization of all railroads, telegraphs, and other 
means of communication, for the limitation of private fortunes, for restrict- 
ing the right of bequest, etc. Unlike Spencer and the IndividuaHsts who 
regard the mistakes of government as sufficient evidence that state inter- 
ference is unjustified, he regards those mistakes as a necessary part of the 
experimental method. Governments must try and try again ; only through 
repeated failures can success be attained. ^ -^ Taylor Ir 

Kanfs Inatigtiral Dissertation of lyyo. Translated into English with 
an Introduction and Discussion. By W. J. Eckoff, Ph. D., Professor of 
Philosophy and Pedagogy in the University of Colorado. New York, 
Macmillan & Co., 1894. — pp. xi, loi. 

The writer of this pamphlet divides his work into three parts. Part I, 
the Introduction, considers " the antecedents of the Dissertation of 1 770 in 
contemporaneous philosophy, and in Kant's own previous work" (pp. 13- 
43); Part II gives us an English version of the same (pp. 43-86); while 
Part III discusses the relation of the Dissertation to the Critique (pp. 86- 
loi). The object of the book is, of course, a highly commendable one. 
We need good English translations of all of Kant's more important writings, 
especially of those preceding the appearance of the Critique of Pure 
Reason. But the task is not easy, as students of Kant can readily guess, 
and should not be undertaken heedlessly. In attempting to render into 
English the celebrated Latin dissertation of the great German thinker, 
Dr. Eckoff has bravely attacked a difficult problem. The translation, how- 
ever, can hardly be called a success. It is Awkward, obscure, and artificial. 
Passages like the following are, unfortunately, not infrequent: "But although 
phenomena are properly the appearances of things, but not ideas, or express 
the inner and absolute quality of objects, their cognition is, nevertheless, of 
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the truest. For, in the first place, being apprehended sensual concepts, 
they being consequences, witness the presence of the object, contrary to 
Ideahsni ; and as regards judgments concerning that which is sensuously 
known, since truth in judging consists in the agreement of the predicate with 
the given subject, and since the concept of the subject as a phenomenon is 
given only by relation to the sensuous cognitive faculty, the sensuously 
observable predicates being given according to the same, it is plain that the 
representations of subject and predicate are made according to common laws, 
and hence give occasion for perfectly true cognition." 

The introduction and discussion which Dr. EckofE has prepared to accom- 
pany his translation, are as unsatisfactory as the translation itself, and should 
never have been published in their present shape. We miss the thorough- 
ness and care which we have a right to expect from works of this kind. 
Windelband's History of Philosophy seems to be the writer's vade mecum. 
He fails to mention the opinions of Kuno Fischer, Paulsen, Riehl, Vaihinger, 
and other great students of Kant's philosophical development, though the 
position taken by him, that the Dissertation forms the turning-point of Kant's 
philosophy, is Kuno Fischer's. jr. Thilly. 

JDer Entwickelungsgang der Kantischen Ethik bis zur "Kritik der reinen 
Vermmft.'''' Von F. W. Foerster, Dr. Phil. Berlin, Mayer and Miiller. 
— pp. 106. 

The aim of this work is to trace the development of Kant's ethical views 
up to the appearance of the Critique of Pure Reason. In addition to the 
pre-critical writings of the master, our author investigates the Fragments 
published by Reicke, and the unpublished ethical reflections collected by 
Benno Erdmann. He finds that the final ethical system of the sage of 
Koenigsberg is not, as has been supposed, diametrically opposed to his 
earlier moral beliefs, but that it is the natural outcome of the latter. The 
development of Kant's ethics runs parallel with that of his attempts to 
reform metaphysics. There is no absolute breach between the period when 
Kant taught eudaemonism, and the critical epoch. The two periods are con- 
nected by a stage of transition. 

Dr. Foerster's work is a valuable contribution to the history of Kantian 
ethics. The author has made a careful study of the writings pertaining to 
his subject; and the results reached by him cannot, it seems to me, be 
questioned. His judgment is sound, and the only criticisms that can be 
made are not very serious ones. The book, however, is full of typographical 
errors, and the references are not always exact. p_ Thilly. 

Seek und Geist in streng ivi ssenschaftlicJfer Auffassung. Von Dr. 
Emanuel Jaesche. Leipzig, Otto Wigand, 1893. — pp. vi, 119. 

The author holds that in order to combat the materialism of the times, to 
reconcile faith and science, to terminate the bitter feud existing between the 



